UHLÍŘSKÝ VRCH (COALMAN´S HILL), BRUNTÁL


Near the city in the cultural landscape there is situated a really interesting geological and spiritual landmark called „Uhlířský vrch (Coalman´s Hill)”. This is an unique example of the baroque landscape and also a pilgrimage site. Uhlířský vrch is one of our youngest volcanoes.

On the top of the hill, in 672 metres above sea level, there is situated the baroque church of the Virgin Mary of Assistance. This hill, surrounded by the fields, represents a splendorous dominant in the surrounding piedmont (submontane) landscape. The white plaster of the church  contrasts with the azure sky and gleams between patulous treetops. 

If you walk up the linden tree alley, which is 1080 metres long, you can rich the church. This alley is situated on the ridge of the hill and is accompanied with the stations of the cross, which is not complete. Approximately in the half length it is curved (bent). At present it consists of 288 original and 177 newly planted trees and seedlings. Some of the largest trees can be as much as 450cm in circumference and be up to 25m tall. At the outset of the linden alee, under the hill, there is situated a small parking.

The linden tree alee on Uhlířský vrch is part of a designed Baroque landscape unique even among the wide range of similar landscape features Czech Republic. The “carriageway“, linden with four tree rows consisting of two varieties of linden (Tilia cordata – smalleaf linden and Tilia platyphyllos – largeleaf linden) was plantet in 1766-1770 along the road from Bruntál to the Baroque pilgrimage church of the Virgin Mary of Assistance. In 1885 to 1889 it was lengthened by connecting it to the maple alee (Acer pseudoplatanus) leading to the Kobylí Pond.

The hill offers good recreational conditions for all the age groups of people. It is also suitable for cross-country skiing, downhill skiing and other winter sports. From that point you can overlook the surrounding area. So it is quite popular among the people to spend their leisure time there. Unfortunately, it is possible to enter the church just during the significant Christian holies.

The local conditions on Uhlířský vrch at elevations of 594-672m above sea level, are at the extreme limit of toleration for Tilia cordata. The topsoil rests atop a base consisting of layers of volcanic ash (puff-stones, volcanic pumice). The soil is dry, porous, and shallow, warmed by the sun, poor in nutrients. The trees are also affected by frequent strong winds, thick snow cover, and gnawing by game. In many cases this has led to deformation into bizarre shapes, with bent trunks and irregular corowns.

In 1973 the linden alee was declared a protected natural feature. In 1993 it became part of the non-movable cultural monument of the grounds of the church of the Virgin Mary of Assistance in the sense of law no.20/1987 on state monument preservation.

Let´s think about this locality, about its present and future utilization, how to raise its potential and how to revive this pilgrimage site and the periurban  (exurbanite) landscape.

