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Post-army?

Main impulse was the departure of the Russian army. Former army buildings were transformed into cheap housing. Together with nearby abandoned structures and industry they form the addressed problems.

Six housing blocks dominate the core of the area – the former army buildings. To the north there are some warehouses, to the west abandoned army buildings, to the south residential areas and to the east the town centre.

So far the housing adaptation is concentrated on building alone. The surrounding areas were not properly upgraded. This space has substantial potential for development.

Three of the housing blocks are rented to small income families (most of them Romany). Such segregation is raising another group of questions. Open House initiative in cooperation with Partnerstvi foundation is realizing social projects in this area. Participants can get acquainted with the organizers and the projects alone. If interested students could reflex these projects in their work.

Students can focus on the problems of borders. Borders between transport, resident areas, industry, warehouses and sport facilities. They are all present in this town fragment. Points of interest could be integration, function or implementation of basic urban concepts.

Students will be encouraged to study the area and choose their own theme definition. Evolution motto of the workshop implies that we do not expect major reconstruction plans. We’d like to explore, if possible, the step-by-step urban development concept. 
